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Biographies

Carlo Goldoni

Writer

Carlo Goldoni, considered one of Italy’s finest
playwrights, was born in 1707 in Venice. He
revolutionised Italian comedy, throwing out the
stale set pieces in favour of real characters in real
situations, celebrating and satirising the new middle
class. He started his professional theatre career
with tragedies such as Rosmonda and Giselda

and followed with numerous tragicomedies and
comedies including The Servant of Two Masters,
The Two Venetian Twins, The Shrewd Widow, The
Honorable Maid, The Gentleman and the Lady, The
Antiquarian’s Family, The Liar, The True Friend, The
Honorable Scoundrel, The Guardian, The Feudal
Lord, The Loving Maid, The Brilliant Maidservant,

The Lovers, The Boors, The Curious Incident, Holiday
Adventures, Back from Vacation, The Chioggia
Scuffles, Marriage by Contest, The Love of Zelinda
and Lindoro and The Benevolent Cumudgeon.

R. D. Macdonald

Adaptor

Robert David Macdonald was a Scottish playwright,
translator and theatre director. He translated over
70 plays and operas from over 10 different
languages. They include The Threepenny Opera,
Tamerlano, Die Entfiihrung aus dem Serail, The
Marriage of Figaro, Orpheus and The Human Voice,
Conversation at Night, Shadow of Angels, The
Balcony, The Government Inspector, Tasso, Faust

I and Faust /1, Ibsen’s Brand and Hedda Gabler,
Lermontov’s Maskerade, Lorca’s The House of
Bernarda Alba, Moliére’s School for Wives and Don
Juan, Pirandello’s Enrico Four, Racine’s Phedre,
Schiller’s Mary Stuart, The Maid of Orleans and Don
Carlos, Chekhov’s The Seagull, Verne’s Around the
World In Eighty Days, Wedekind’s Lulu and Goethe’s
Clavigo. He was also the Co-Artistic Director of the
Glasgow Citizens Theatre, directing over 50 plays
and also writing The De Sade Show, Chinchilla,
Summit Conference, A Waste of Time, Don Juan,
Webster, Britannicus and Cheri.

Simona Gonella

Director

Simona Gonella is a freelance director and
dramaturg with a specific interest in contemporary
plays, adaption of classics, devising works and
performing arts. She is a former Artistic Director of
Oda Teatro in Italy and teaches in Italy and abroad
both to actors and directors. Dino Audino publishing
recently released her Introduzione alla regia teatrale,

a handbook for directors. She has worked on
European projects with Piccolo Teatro in Milan and
was a member of the young European Directors of
the Union of Theatre of Europe. Credits in the UK
include La Lupa (RSC) and Fassbinder’s version

of Goldoni’s Coffee House (Chichester). At RADA
she directed Mad to Go and There and Back by
Goldoni, Mr. Puntila and his Man Matti, The House
of Bernarda Alba, and RADA’s MA Theatre Lab
devised shows Clay to Flesh and The Dinner.

Anna Cierpial

Designer

Anna graudated from the BA (Hons) in Technical
Theatre and Stage Management in 2020
(specialised in Scenic Art and Design), with a
previous MA degree in Scenography from the
Academy of Fine Arts in Gdansk, Poland. Before
coming to London, she worked for a few years

as an assistant to various designers at Baltic
Opera in Gdansk. Her design credits for RADA
shows include: Cathy (set design), The Philosophy
Shop (set and costume - video installation and
performance in partnership with King’s College),
After The Peace (set and costume - new play for
RADA Festival in GSB Theatre) and Dinner (set
and costume - devised piece by MA Theatre

Labs in collaboration with the company and
Simona Gonella) and few previous Shakespeare
for Young Audience shows - Twelfth Night, The
Tempest, The Comedy of Errors. Before the first
lockdown she designed costumes for a preview of
12HOURS by Dr Catherine Kontz - an experiment
on the performer’s voice endurance as a part of
composer’s residency in Somerset House. She has
also worked for several productions as a Scenic
Artist and Head of Department.
cierpialanna.myportfolio.com

Abigail Sage

Lighting Designer

Abigail Sage is a current third year student on
the BA (Hons) in Technical Theatre and Stage
Management specialising in lighting. Recent
RADA lighting design credits include Angels in
America Part One: Millennium Approaches, Love
and Information and Gaslight. She is thrilled to be
back in the Jerwood Vanbrugh Theatre with this
incredible team.



Biographies continued

Kacey Thurbon

Sound Designer

Kacey Thurbon is currently in her final year of

the BA (Hons) in Technical Theatre and Stage
Management at RADA, specializing in sound design.
This is her third sound design project at RADA

and her first in the Jerwood Vanbrugh Theatre.
Some of her notable sound credits include: Sound
Designer for Angels in America Part One: Millennium
Approaches (December 2023), Sound Designer

for Love and Information (October 2023, Sound
Designer for The Cherry Orchard (June 2023),
Assistant Sound Designer for Company the Musical
(May 2022), Sound Designer and Assistant Sound
Designer for MA Lab Works (December 2022),
Assistant Sound Designer for Wolves (September
2022), Sound and Lighting Designer for the fringe
show Running with Ghosts (August 2022).
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